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Von Paula Marantz Cohen : Jane Austen in Boca: A Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Jane Austen in Boca: A Novel: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Pride 
and Prejudice bei den SeniorenVon Fuchs JoanWarum sollte die zeitlose Geschichte von Elizabeth Bennett und 
Fitzwilliam Darcy immer nur bei den Jungen spielen? Hier gibt es ein gutes Beispiel, dass die Geschichte wirklich 
zeitlos ist und in jeder Generation spielen kann. Die Umsetzung ist ganz gut gelungen, wenngleich man auch ziemlich 
der jdischen Kultur mchtig sein da man sonst viele der Ausdrcke nciht versteht. Deshalb einen Punkt Abzug. Sonst 
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sind die Charaktere sehr liebevoll und glaubhaft beschrieben, man liest es gerne, jetzt unabhngig von der besten 
Geschichte, die es je gab. Ein nettes Buch, mit vielen Einblicken.

KurzbeschreibungIt is a truth universally acknowledged that a nice Jewish widower must be in want of a wife.Jane 
Austen centered her classic novels of manners around "three or four families in a country village." So does Paula 
Marantz Cohen in her novel, a witty twist on Pride and Prejudice--except this time, the "village" is Boca Raton, 
Florida. Eligible men, especially ones in possession of a good fortune and country club privileges, are scarce. When 
goodhearted meddler Carol Newman learns that the wealthy Norman Grafstein has lost his wife, she resolves to 
marryhim off to her lonely mother-in-law, May.The novel charts the progress of May's love life as well as that of her 
two closest friends: the strong-minded former librarian Flo Kliman and the flamboyant Lila Katz. If there weren't 
confusion enough, Flo's great-niece Amy, a film student at NYU, suddenly arrives with a camera crew determined to 
get it all on tape.Will May and Norman eventually find happiness? Will Flo succumb to the charms of the suavely 
cosmopolitan Mel Shirmer? Will Amy's movie about them win an Academy Award--or at least a prize at the NYU 
student film competition?Complications and misunderstandings abound in this romantic and perceptive comedy of 
manners.From Publishers WeeklyThe Bennett daughters are recast as elderly Jewish widows in this amusing, kvetchy 
take on Pride and Prejudice. May Newman, a sweet, gentle woman in her 70s, is happily settled at the Boca Festa 
retirement community in Boca Raton, Fla., where she enjoys the companionship of her best friends, Lila Katz, a 
pragmatic redhead in search of a well-to-do husband, and Flo Kliman, a sharp-tongued retired librarian. May's pleasant 
daily routine is disrupted when her matchmaking New Jersey daughter-in-law visits and introduces May to recently 
widowed Norman Grafstein, a particularly eligible senior. Despite herself, May finds she enjoys Norman's company, 
but Flo takes an instant dislike to Norman's best friend, cranky English professor emeritus Stan Jacobs. The plot 
unfolds in ways predictable to those familiar with Pride and Prejudice (or any of its many adaptations), enhanced by 
Cohen's near-sociological scrutiny of life in Boca Raton. Cohen (whose mother-in-law lives in Boca) has a sharp eye 
for details like its residents' favorite colors (pink, turquoise and gold), preferred shopping destination (Loehmann's) 
and favorite movie (Schindler's List). The Austen parallels are cleverly drawn and culminate in a class on Pride and 
Prejudice offered by Stan, who discovers that the Boca Festa women identify with the meddling Mrs. Bennett rather 
than heroine Elizabeth. The humor may be of the Borscht Belt variety ("she would find May Newman a husband or 
plotz"), but it will be thoroughly appreciated by the snowbird set.Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From Library JournalA clever update of Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, this first novel is set in a Jewish 
retirement community in Boca Raton, FL. Carol Newman is obsessively seeking a mate for her widowed mother-in-
law, May. When Carol decides that the recently bereaved and very wealthy Norman Grafstein is the ideal candidate, 
the resulting comedy of manners is worthy of Austen herself. The author's perceptive observations of life among the 
retirees of Florida are combined with skillful parallels to the plot and characters of the original novel. The narrative 
flows, and the reader will be chuckling, trying to guess who from Boca is a character from Austen. Particularly 
delightful is Flo Kliman, the contemporary Elizabeth Bennett character, a retired librarian from the University of 
Chicago with a keen intellect and acerbic wit. Although certain aspects of the plot seem contrived, this fiction debut by 
humanities professor Cohen, who has written scholarly studies such as Silent Film and the Triumph of the American 
Myth, will amuse readers everywhere. Recommended for public libraries, especially those with significant Jewish 
communities.Andrea Kempf, Johnson Cty. Community Coll. Lib., Overland Park, KSCopyright 2002 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. 


