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Von Jane Smiley : Ten Days in the Hills  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Ten Days in the Hills: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Anders 
als ich erwartet habe!Von CZerwerIch habe schon mehrere Bcher von Jane Smiley gelesen, die mir alle sehr gut 
gefallen haben. Von diesem Buch hatte ich mehr erwartet. Es ist gut geschrieben, aber pltschert so vor sich hin. Es 
passiert nicht viel, der Hauptteil des Buches besteht aus Monologen der Charaktere ber den Irak Krieg und 
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zwischenmenschliche Beziehungen.

KurzbeschreibungIn the aftermath of the 2003 Academy Awards, Max and Elena- he's an Oscar-winning 
writer/director-open their Holywood Hills home to a group of friends and neighbors, industy insiders and hangers-on, 
eager to escape the outside world and dissect the latest news, gossip, and secrets of the business. Over the next ten 
days, old lovers collide, new relationships form, and sparks fly, all with Smiley's signature sparkling wit and 
characterization. With its breathtaking passion and sexy irreverence, Ten Days in the Hills is a glowing addition to the 
work of one of our most beloved novelists.From the Trade Paperback edition.From Booklist*Starred * Smiley has a 
gift for entwining eroticism with humanism and sparkling wit to form deliciously complex and slyly satirical fiction. 
And what opulent realms she loots: academia, horse racing, real estate, and now Hollywood. Here Smiley crafts 
dialogue every bit as provocative as her detailed sex scenes, and, once again, makes ingenious use of a literary 
antecedent, this time using as a template Boccaccio's Decameron. While Boccaccio's group of 10 women and men 
hope to escape the Black Death by sequestering themselves for 10 days in a villa outside Florence, Smiley quarantines 
her characters in a mansion high in the hills of Hollywood as the U.S. invades Iraq. Ensconced in luxury if plagued 
with moral quandaries, they sort out complex family and romantic relationships and argue over the war. Movie 
director Max, 58, has found contentment with Elena, 50, a charmingly commonsensical writer of unexpectedly 
intelligent how-to books, and the novel's ethical center. Then there's Elena's mischievous son; Max's socially 
conscious daughter; Max's ex, the supremely beautiful singer and actress Zoe; her imperial Jamaican mother; and 
Zoe's current lover, an annoyingly serene guru. A neighbor tells gossipy tales of old Hollywood, Max's agent pitches 
an unlikely project, and a friend from Max's boyhood irritates everyone. Each thorny character has an intriguing 
backstory, feelings run high, and Smiley is regally omnipotent as she advocates for art, objects to war, and considers 
tricky questions of power and spirit, love and compassion. Archly sexy and brilliant. Donna SeamanCopyright 
American Library Association. All rights reservedPressestimmen"A tour de force novel that showcases [Smiley's] vast 
cinematic lore, reminding us why she has earned a reputation as one of the greatest entertainers in American letters. In 
"Ten Days in the Hills," Smiley cleverly borrows the narrative set-up of Boccaccio's "Decameron" to allow her readers 
to eavesdrop on a 10-day house party among members of Hollywood's second-string players. . . . [A] marathon of 
Woody Allen-like conversations . . . and Oscar-worthy dialogue . . . witty enough to keep readers chuckling . . . The 
thinking person's "Big Chill." . . . Throughout her career Smiley has demonstrated a genius for thrusting readers 
straight into the heart of her characters' emotions, and this time it feels as if she's adjusted the lens and taken us in for 
an even closer look. Just how does she make us care so deeply for these people? . . . Readers will be amazed."-Andrea 
Hoag, "The AARP Magazine" "["Ten Days in the Hills "is full of] merriment, movies and mating, and, in tone, is akin 
to [Smiley's] lively and humorous "Moo." But careful readers might notice, at times, a touch of sadness beneath the 
mirthful atmosphere. . . . Smiley's rich prose manages to turn a simple kiss into something wondrously poetic. . . [Her] 
artistic facility with prose and creating scenes is evident. . . . [The] stories and conversations are as colorful as [the 
characters'] backgrounds. . . . Through flashbacks and dinner party stories and revelations, Smiley peels back the 
layers that have been buffering the relationships of all gathered during [the] 10 days [over which the novel takes 
place]. . . . A sharp-edged comedy of manners."-Dorman T. Shindler, "The Denver Post" "A talky, bawdy book that 
says a lot about Hollywood and even more about the humanness of the 21st century American . . . Smiley has taken a 
step toward rejecting the traditional novel's story arc and instead moved toward a form that is both old and new. It's all 
about the story . . . Ultimately, her mess 


