
[Read ebook] The Palace of Illusions (English Edition)

The Palace of Illusions (English Edition)

Von Chitra Divakaruni 
audiobook | *ebooks | Download PDF | ePub | DOC

Produktinformation -Verkaufsrang: #269696 in eBooksVerffentlicht am: 2010-11-30Erscheinungsdatum: 
2010-11-30File Name: B004E9T0KY | File size: 23.Mb

Von Chitra Divakaruni : The Palace of Illusions (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Palace of Illusions (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Die 
Seite der FrauenVon Grendel0606"Palace of Illusions" erzhlt das bekannte indische Epos "mahabharata" nach aus 
Sicht Draupadis/ Panchalis, der Ehefrau der fnf Helden. Dem bekannten Stoff werden durch die weibliche Perspektive 
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reizvolle, neue Seiten abgewonnen. Trotz aller Magie ist Panchali eine glaubhafte Heldin, die selbst mit Makeln 
behaftet ist. der Erzhlstil ist flssig. Isngesamt schn zu lesen.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
The Palace of Illusions: A Novel Chitra Banerjee DivakaruniVon Dr. RENATE GANGLEine packende und fesselnde 
Erzhlung, man kann einfach nicht aufhren zu lesen. Die Figuren sind wesentlich vielschichtiger beschrieben als man es 
sich bei solch einem Thema erwartet.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. divakruniVon GabI 
have a big passion for Indian writers and this book is just as entertaining and interesting as many others I've already 
read!

KurzbeschreibungThe Palace of Illusions takes us back to a time that is half-history, half-myth, and wholly magical; 
narrated by Panchaali, the wife of the five Pandava brothers, we are -- finally -- given a woman's take on the timeless 
tale that is the Mahabharata Tracing Panchaali's life -- from fiery birth and lonely childhood, where her beloved 
brother is her only true companion; through her complicated friendship with the enigmatic Krishna; to marriage, 
motherhood and Panchaali's secret attraction to the mysterious man who is her husbands' most dangerous enemy -- 
The Palace of Illusions is a deeply human novel about a woman born into a man's world -- a world of warriors, gods 
and the ever manipulating hands of fate. A mythic tale brimming with warriors, magic and treachery Los Angeles 
Times A radiant entree into an ancient mythology . . . Charming and remarkable Houston Chronicle A womans look at 
crime and punishment, loyalty, promises, love and vengeance . . . With The Palace of Illusions, Divakaruni has proven 
that her storytelling talents put her right up there with the best Miami HeraldFrom Publishers WeeklyRecasting the 
Indian epic Mahabharata from the perspective of Princess Panchaali, veteran novelist Divakaruni (Queen of Dream) 
offers a vivid and inventive companion to the renowned poem. Born from fire and marked with the prophecy that she 
will change the course of history, the strong-willed Panchaali declares early on that she won't spend her life merely 
supporting the men around her. Soon enough, she bucks tradition by simultaneously wedding all five famous Pandava 
brothers, who have been denied their rightful kingdom, and finds herself the happy mistress of the much-envied palace 
of illusions. Panchaali's joy is short-lived, however, when hubris, fate and the desire for vengeance in reclaiming the 
Pandavas' kingdom (all also prophesied) cause her and her husbands to make mistakes that have cascading political 
effects, shattering peace in the region. Devastation ensues, but spiritual remarks from the divine Krishna put life and 
death in a cosmic context. Despite an intrusive retrospective voice (I didn't know then how sorely...love would be 
tested) and a sometimes heavy-handed feminism, Divakaruni's rich, action-filled narrative contrasts well with the 
complex psychological portrait of a mythic princess. (Feb.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed 
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.PressestimmenA radiant entree into an ancient mythology virtually unknown to the 
Western world. . . . Remarkable. Houston Chronicle A mythic tale brimming with warriors, magic and treachery. . . . 
Divakaruni's sentences dazzle; the images she creates are masterful. Los Angeles Times Complex, beautifully 
wrought. . . . Divakaruni's feminist reading of Indian lore offers readers a magical lens into the political interplay of 
gender, castes, birthright and life in the monarchy. . . . A writer to watch. Rocky Mountain News Divakaruni's prose is 
as spirited as Panchaali herself, written with energy and humor. Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel "Epics are intended to be 
accessible to the most extensive of audiences. And with The Palace of Illusions Divakaruni likewise makes this 
reimagining of the "Mahabharat" easy to understand through the simple, straightforward narrative. Moreover, 
Divakaruni masterfully describes the lyrical beauty of Indians and the elegant logic of Hinduism."San Antonio News 
Express "The Palace of Illusions is not only an exciting, action-packed read, but also an educating one, and will likely 
encourage those curious enough to delve into the original Mahabharata."Erin Kobayashi, Toronto Star "Enchanting.... 
Anita Diamant's The Red Tent, Philippa Gregory's The Other Boleyn Girlnow we can add Divakaruni's The Palace of 
Illusions to the list."The Miami Herald "The Palace of Illusions is unique, amongst Divakaruni's very best. It is 
particularly refreshing to read an author who breaks the mold as clearly as Divakaruni does.... A creative, illuminating 
feminist work that compels us to re-examine the original text.... As in all great cathartic tales, Divakaruni's novel 
grasps our attention from beginning to end and is a healing, aesthetic experience."India Currents "Divakaruni has 
taken a male-centered story and breathed new life into its female characters, giving us a rich tale of passion and love, 
power and weakness, honor and humiliation. Whether or not readers are familiar with the "Mahabharat" epic, still 
fascinating and relevant several millennia on, they will enjoy this entertaining, insightful, and suspenseful story."The 
Union, Nevada City"Known for writing on the modern Indian immigrant experience in novels such as "Queen of 
Dreams," Divakaruni goes back in time, this time with a novel look at the ancient Indian epic "The Mahabharat" 
(think: an Indian "Iliad"). With hundreds of characters in the story of a great war, she tells the story from the point of 
view of a woman - Panchaali - who is married to five brothers"New York Post "Divakaruni has woven a lyrical tale 
imbued with the scent of ancient incense, yet simultaneously rooted in modern-day relevancy. Brimming with 
betrayals, religious fervor and war-torn streets, The Palace of Illusions is a journey experienced from the vantage point 
of Panchaali, a powerful woman dfiven by love, honor and, in the end, a fate that unfolds despite her resolve."Karen 
Ann Cullotta, Bookpage"Your truly epic narrative myth calls for bitter experience descending, avalanch-like, down 



dynasties, incorporating dramatic turning points of ineradicable impact; curses; looming fates; tricky and meddlesome 
gods; feuds; sages, sorcerers and wars. These elements and many more are found in abundance in Chitra Banerjee 
Divakaruni's new novel, The Palace of Illusions, which ambitiously encapsulates the Indian epic "Mahabharat" within 
a 360-page novel.Elsbeth Lindner, San Francisco Chronicle "By rendering the women characters as complexly as the 
men, and fully illuminating the "insanity of war" and the fragility of civilization, Divakaruni's historic and transporting 
variation adds new and truly revelatory psychological and social dimensions to the great epic's indelible story of 
sacrifice and spiritual awakening. Divakaruni has triumphantly fulfilled a profound mission."Donna Seaman, Booklist 
"Divakaruni has taken a male-centered story and breathed new life into its female characters, giving us a rich tale of 
passion and love, power and weakness, honor and humiliation. Whether or not readers are familiar with the 
Mahabharat epic, still fascinating and relevant several millennia on, they will enjoy this entertaining, insightful and 
suspenseful story. Recommended for all fiction collections."Joy Humphrey, Library Journal "The Palace of Illusions is 
as grand and tragic as the epic poems by Homer. The story is complex, as political relationships grow and develop, 
and friends and enemies are created, leading to battles and wars that will eventually destroy them all. I was captivated 
by the tragic storyline and the fate into which Panchaali was born. This admirable attempt to recreate the epic 
Mahabharat from the viewpoint of a strong woman is Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's best work yet."Marie Hashima 
Lofton, Bookreporter.com"For more than 20 years now, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni has been telling stories of Indian 
women from her home in California. Her women are desperate, wonderful, complicated, lyrical, memorable, even 
magical.... Chitra's women experience love, loss and longing through tangled marriages, bitter divorces, childbirth, 
abortion, abuse, violence, racism, poverty and riches. Now, in a daring novel out this month, Banerjee Divakaruni 
returns to a fantastic world, inhabited by kings, queens, villains and sorcerers."Vogue India "Vivid and inventive.... 
Divakaruni's rich, action-filled narrative contrasts well with the complex psychological portrait of a mythic 
princess."Publishers Weekly"Divakaruni offers a quasi-feminist retelling of the great Hindu text known as the 
Mahabharat...an intimate, feminine portrait that is both contemporary and timeless. An ambitious project effectively 
executed."Kirkus s 


