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Puzzles Bother Montalbano as He RecuperatesVon Donald MitchellInspector Montalbano was wounded in Rounding 
the Mark, and The Patience of the Spider begins with Montalbano being on leave to recuperate. Livia has even 
returned to his side to take care of his, banishing the ministrations of his housekeeper and marvelous cook, Adelina 
Cirrincio. Montalbano is concerned that the doctors will find out that he has a heart condition, but that doesn't happen. 
Except for occasional love-making (which Livia isn't anxious for), Montalbano is leading a circumscribed life . . . even 
eating healthy, low-calorie foods. Bah!Naturally, it is a relief when Montalbano is called temporarily back to duty as a 
kidnapping overwhelms the local force. But the case is not to be his; a colleague comes from a place where 
kidnappings are common events.The kidnapped woman, Susanna Mistretta, is a pretty young university student . . . 
and her family doesn't have any money. Everyone fears the worst, that this is a sexual crime rather than extortion. And 
initially, there's no news from the kidnappers.That set of circumstances seems strange to Montalbano. As he 
investigates, more little things bother him. Why is her motorbike facing in the wrong direction? Where is her helmet? 
As time passes, the little things seem to suggest of shadow of something else. What could it be?But it's annoying to 
work on the case, because Livia alternately berates him for not doing enough . . . and for not telling her about every 
little development.Will the young woman be saved? Will she get back in time to say good-bye to her dying mother? 
Your heart will be wrung as you consider those elements.The story lacks the usual Montalbano zest for several 
reasons. He isn't able to indulge his gourmet and gourmand tendencies so the food side of the story is thin. The 
kidnapping's complications also reveal themselves in a very transparent fashion. I think you'll figure out the puzzle 
pretty early in the book. Montalbano also has fewer humorous interludes with the other members of the police. The 
energy, humor, and suspense are just at a low ebb. It's a pleasant mystery, but it's one that won't kick yourself if you 
don't read it.The indirect development of the character of the kidnapped woman is quite well done. That was obviously 
the writing challenge that appealed to Mr. Camilleri as he wrote this book.

KurzbeschreibungThe Patience of the Spider is the eighth novel in Andrea Camilleri's wryly humorous Inspector 
Montalbano series.'A brother,' he said. Jesus Christ! Now where'd this brother come from? Whose brother? 
Montalbano had known from the start that between all the brothers, uncles, in-laws, nephews and nieces, this case was 
going to drive him crazy. Chief Inspector Montalbano is on enforced sick leave. But when a local girl goes 
mysteriously missing, the whole community takes an interest in the case. Why are the kidnappers so sure that the girl's 
impoverished father and dying mother will be able to find a fortune? The ever-inquisitive Montalbano steps in, to get 
to the heart of the matter in his own inimitable style.The Patience of the Spider is followed by the ninth novel in the 
series, Paper Moon.From Publishers WeeklyCamilleri's agreeable eighth contemporary police procedural featuring the 
crotchety but insightful Inspector Montalbano finds the Italian detective at home in Marinella enjoying the 
ministrations of his wife, Livia, after he was shot by a child trafficker in 2006's Rounding the Mark. But his 
recuperation is hampered by the demands of a new case: the abduction of Susanna Mistretta, an attractive university 
student and daughter of a geologist. Unable to trust his colleagues to handle the case properly, Montalbano focuses on 
subtle anomaliessuch as the direction the missing girl's motorbike was pointedthat suggest the kidnapping is more than 
the simple extortion attempt it appears to be. The witty writing and acerbic protagonist should appeal to fans of Colin 
Dexter's Inspector Morse. (May) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved.From BooklistOn the mend from the gunshot wound he sustained at the conclusion of Rounding the Mark 
(2006), police inspector Salvo Montalbano is called back to work when the kidnapping of a young woman rocks the 
insular Sicilian community of Vigata. As Montalbano becomes intrigued with the case, he gradually feels himself start 
to reengage with the rest of humanity, though the almost metaphysical lethargy that has been weighing on his soul will 
not dislodge easily. Camilleri seems more interested here in Montalbano's inner turmoil--including the inspector's 
reactions to his strained relationship with his lover, Livia--than he is with the kidnapping story. That's just as well, 
really, because the main plot this time is not nearly as meaty as in past episodes. But the focus of this consistently 
entertaining series has always been more on character than mystery, and although this installment is, at best, a 
transitional episode, it still delivers what fans have come to expect: a perfectly blended mix of comedy and 
melancholy, and a hero whose joie de vivre is perpetually under siege from an absurd world. Bill OttCopyright 
American Library Association. All rights reserved 


