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Von David Pirie: The Patient's Eyes:. The Dark Beginnings of Sherlock Holmes (Murder Rooms) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Patient's Eyes. The Dark
Beginnings of Sherlock Holmes (Murder Rooms):


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0044KLPCY

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Well
doneVon Ein KundeAmong the countless " Sherlockiana’, thisis one of the few novels with credibility and satisfactory
literary quality.The author apparently knows his subject well; he writes with alot of empathy. To really enjoy the
book, one should be acquainted with Doyl€'s stories, and perhaps know allittle bit about his biography. If you like the
original Sherlock Holmes stories, you will probably enjoy this.

KurzbeschreibungWhile ayoung medical student at Edinburgh, Arthur Conan Doyle famously studied under the
remarkable Dr Joseph Bell. Taking this as a starting point, David Pirie has woven a compelling thriller, which partners
Bell and Doyle as pioneersin criminal investigation, exploring the strange underworld of violence and sexual
hypocrisy running below the surface of the Victorian era. The Patient's Eyes moves from Edinburgh and the strange
circumstances surrounding Doyl€'s meeting with the remarkable Joseph Bell to Southsea where he begins hisfirst
medical practice. There heis puzzled by the symptoms presented by Heather Grace, a sweet young woman whose
parents have died tragically several years before. Heather has a strange eye complaint, but is also upset by visions of a
phantom cyclist who vanishes as soon as he is followed. This enigma, however, is soon forgotten as Doyle finds
himself embroiled in more threatening events - including the murder of arich Spanish businessman - events that call
for the intervention of the eminent Dr Bell. But despite coming to Doyle's aid, perversely Dr Bell considers the murder
of Senor Garcia arather unimportant diversion from the far more sinister matter, which has brought him south: the
matter of the patient's eyes and the solitary cyclist...From Publishers Weekly This brilliant debut mystery from British
screenwriter Pirie offers anovel twist on the Sherlock Holmes pastiche, with Doyle as the Watsonian narrator relating
the exploits of Dr. Joseph Bell, hisreal-life mentor and model for the fictional detective. Y oung Dr. Doyle, trying to
make a fresh start after atragic loss, finds himself enmeshed in the affairs of a patient with unusual eyes, Miss Heather
Grace. An heiress who survived the attack of alunatic who slaughtered her parents, Miss Grace is how terrorized by a
nightmarish figure who follows her as she cycles to and from her new home. The plot borrows elements from severa
Holmes stories ( The Speckled Band, The Solitary Cyclist and Wisteria Lodge ), which ostensibly are merely
fictionalized versions of the real puzzle Bell and Doyle tackle. Doyl€e's falling in love with his patient complicates his
and Bell's probe into several murders. The suspects include the young woman's intimidating uncle, who maintains a
large collection of poisonous creatures, her perpetually smiling fianck and an unscrupulous doctor. The author
masterfully manufactures suspense, and several passages are truly spine-chilling. Doyle, a painfully human and
sympathetic figure whose vulnerabilities help drive the action, and Bell, a very plausible Holmes substitute, are well-
matched by their subtle and cunning antagonist. An unsettling solution makes a perfectly appropriate ending for this
hard-to-put-down and richly atmospheric thriller. Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From

Booklist* Starred * Sherlock Holmes fans will delight in Pirie's fine first novel, a"factiona” account of Arthur Conan
Doyl€e's early life that relates how his association with Edinburgh physician Joseph Bell was the inspiration for his
Holmes character. Pirie vividly evokes the dark ambience of Victorian England, his prose is elegant, and his gift for
mimicking the slightly haughty tone of Doyl€e's writing is uncanny. Training to become a physician, Doyle hears a
lecture by Dr. Bell, whom he immediately brands as pompous. His dislike gradually turns to respect after he becomes
Bell's clerk and assists the doctor with the murder investigations he performs for the police. Doyl€'s first taste of crime
solving comes with the case of Heather Grace, who asks for help with a mysterious eye complaint but also claims she
is pursued by aterrifying apparition. Although doubting the veracity of her story, Doyle is so besotted by Heather's
beauty and charm that he determinesto unravel the mystery but finds himself caught in a disturbing web of deception,
greed, and violence. It's hard to say which is more mesmerizing, Pirie's cleverly constructed plot or the oddly moving--
albeit fictional--portrayal of Doyle's complex personality. A must-read, especially for historical mystery buffs and
Baker Street irregulars. Emily MeltonCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved



