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KurzbeschreibungDuring a vicious persecution of the clergy in Mexico, aworldly priest, the ‘whisky priest', is on the
run. With the police closing in, his routes of escape are being shut off, his chances getting fewer. But compassion and
humanity force him aong the road to his destiny, reluctant to abandon those who need him, and those he cares
for..deHow does good spoil, and how can bad be redeemed? In his penetrating novel The Power and the Glory,
Graham Greene explores corruption and atonement through a priest and the people he encounters. In the 1930s one
Mexican state has outlawed the Church, naming it a source of greed and debauchery. The priests have been rounded
up and shot by firing squad--save one, the whisky priest. On the run, and in ablur of alcohol and fear, this outlaw
meets adentist, a banana farmer, and a village woman he knew six years earlier. For awhile, heis accompanied by a
toothless man--whom he refers to as his Judas and does his best to ditch. Always, an adamant lieutenant is only afew
hours behind, determined to liberate his country from the evils of the church. On the verge of reaching a safer region,
the whisky priest is repeatedly held back by his vocation, even though he no longer feelsfit to perform hisrites:
"When hewas gone it would be asif God in all this space between the sea and the mountains ceased to exist. Wasn't it
his duty to stay, even if they despised him, even if they were murdered for his sake? even if they were corrupted by his
example?' As his sins and dangersincrease, the broken priest comes to confront the nature of piety and love. Still,
when heis granted areprieve, he feels himself dliding into the old arrogance, slipping it on like the black gloves he
used to wear. Greene has drawn this man--and all he encounters--vividly and viscerally. He may have said The Power
and the Glory was "written to athesis," but this brilliant theological thriller has far more mysteries--and troubling
ideals--than certainties. --Joannie Kervran Stangel andPressestimmenNamed one of the 100 best novels of the 20th
century by TimemagazineGreenes masterpiece . . . The energy and grandeur of hisfinest novel derive fromthe. . . will
toward compassion. . . . It succeeds. . . resoundingly. John Updike, from the IntroductionBrilliant... a splendid
achievement. The Atlantic Monthly[Greene] captured the conscience of the twentieth century like no other. William
Golding, Nobel Prizewinning author of Lord of the FliesNo serious writer of [the twentieth] century has more
thoroughly invaded and shaped the public imagination as did Graham Greene. TimeGreene had wit and grace and
character and story and a transcendent universal compassion that places him for all time in the ranks of world
literature. John le Carr



