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of medieval mysteriesVon Ein KundeIn 1439, Prioress Domina Alys of St. Frideswide's Abbey decides that the only 
way she can save her abbey is to bring in new novices and to find wealthy patrons to pay for the renovation and 
expansion of the facility. The other sisters, especially Sister Frevisse, loathe Alys' tyrannical leadership. To Alys, the 
sisters do not appreciate all she is doing to save the facility. She blames it on the lackadaisical leadership of the 
previous two Prioress, who were more preoccupied with God than the day to day running of an Abbey. To make 
matters worse, at least in the mind of Sister Frevisse, Alys allows her relatives, the violent and argumentative, but rich 
Godfreys to stay as guests. However, Alys may yet regret her decision when the long feuding family squabble turns to 
murder as one of the guests is killed. Sister Frevisse investigates the case, not knowing that she places herself and the 
abbey is jeopardy from a killer who prefers to remain anonymous. The seventh Sister Frevisse mystery is a well 
written Medieval who-done-it, though not quite on the level of its predecessors (all are excellent novels). The story 
line is interesting, especially its fifteenth century background. Sister Frevisse is one of the best amateur sleuths of any 
era, but new readers to the series will not gain the richness of the characters as previously described in this series 
earlier works. Fans of the historical mystery Medieval novels will, however, enjoy Margaret Frazer's latest novel, THE 
PRIORESS TALE and shouldn't pass it by.Harriet Klausner0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
An excellent addition to the Dame Frevisse series.Von Ein KundeThe reign of the tyrannical Domina Alys continues 
in this next volume of the Dame Frevisse series. The story opens with Domina Alys' relatives having infested the 
priory, consuming the priory's provisions, and making general and specific nuisances of themselves. Combine this 
with the contruction of a tower, the kidnapping of a prospective bride, Domina Alys' pettinesses and revenges, the 
appearance of an old "friend", and the murder seems like just another event.Margaret Frazer excels in depicting the 
period with great vividness and accuracy. It is a pleasure to watch events unfold and read the excellent dialog. Her 
characters continue to develop with Dame Frevisse becomming more tolerant of others' failings, Sister Amicia actually 
able to keep a coherent thought in her head, and Sister Thomasine continuing her progress toward sainthood. You 
WILL enjoy this book!

KurzbeschreibungDARK CORRUPTION AND THE PENITENCE OF DEATH...Under the harsh hand of its newly 
elected prioress, St. Frideswide's has become a place of deadly sin. The corruption has grown subtly and slowly, but it 
has found fertile soil in the rage and greed of Domina Alys, who has turned the priory into a boarding house for her 
relatives, the Godfreys. Dame Frevisse is horrified to discover that the modest stores of the priory - desperately needed 
if the nuns are to survive the coming winter - are being completely consumed by the rapacious Godfrey clan.But the 
Godfreys bring with them more immediate terrors: Torture. Madness. Kidnapping. Murder. The sanctuary of the 
cloister has been violated and even the holy rites of the nuns have been ripped apart.Despite the growing crisis, 
Frevisse's best efforts to save the nunnery from itself are met with scorn and torment as bitter hatreds and old rivalries 
turn nun against nun. Suspicion, paranoia, and despair clutch the cloister's heart. If Frevisse cannot unlock the riddles 
of penitence for her prioress and for herself, then St. Frideswide's may be no more...NOMINATED FOR THE 1998 
EDGAR AWARDPRAISE FOR THE PRIORESS' TALE"When this series debuted, its publisher hailed Frazer as the 
logical successor to Ellis Peters... With a number of strong books already under her belt, Frazer may actually make her 
publisher's dream come true." - Star Tribune"Often chastised for her disobedience and made to do penance, Sister 
Frevisse's curious nature still wins out as she uses logic and her intelligence to sleuth with the best of them." - 
Rendezvous"Frazer is writing one of the most consistently excellent historical series in print today." - Murder 
Ink"Clearly, the setting is the star here, and Frazer is generous with her details of abbey life." - Publishers 
Weekly"Margaret Frazer continues her splendid series of medieval mysteries... She has a sure grasp of the realities of 
medieval life: Its careless cruelty, effortless hypocrisy - particularly in matters of religion - and its disregard for 
women who could wield influence only in the most indirect ways." - MLB NewsPRAISE FOR THE SISTER 
FREVISSE MEDIEVAL MYSTERY SERIES"A smooth and absorbing saga of conspiracy and treachery in 15th-
century England..." - Publishers Weekly"Margaret Frazer has quietly claimed her place as one of the preeminent 
writers of historical crime fiction, delivering the whole package - a good mystery, wonderful characters, and a 
fascinating period of history... Her novels are a dream to read." - Aunt Agatha's Newsletter"Exciting writing, colorful 
characters, and historical accuracy." - St. Paul Pioneer Press"The setting brims with historical details... A brilliant 
study of human nature... Ms. Frazer reveals her genius... Highly recommended." - Historical Novels "Mystery... 
Suspense... Frazer executes with audacity and ingenuity." - Kirkus sA Romantic Times Top Pick.Twice nominated for 
the Minnesota Book Award.Twice nominated for the Edgar Award.KurzbeschreibungDARK CORRUPTION AND 
THE PENITENCE OF DEATH...Under the harsh hand of its newly elected prioress, St. Frideswide's has become a 
place of deadly sin. The corruption has grown subtly and slowly, but it has found fertile soil in the rage and greed of 
Domina Alys, who has turned the priory into a boarding house for her relatives, the Godfreys. Dame Frevisse is 
horrified to discover that the modest stores of the priory - desperately needed if the nuns are to survive the coming 
winter - are being completely consumed by the rapacious Godfrey clan.But the Godfreys bring with them more 



immediate terrors: Torture. Madness. Kidnapping. Murder. The sanctuary of the cloister has been violated and even 
the holy rites of the nuns have been ripped apart.Despite the growing crisis, Frevisse's best efforts to save the nunnery 
from itself are met with scorn and torment as bitter hatreds and old rivalries turn nun against nun. Suspicion, paranoia, 
and despair clutch the cloister's heart. If Frevisse cannot unlock the riddles of penitence for her prioress and for 
herself, then St. Frideswide's may be no more...NOMINATED FOR THE 1998 EDGAR AWARDPRAISE FOR THE 
PRIORESS' TALE"When this series debuted, its publisher hailed Frazer as the logical successor to Ellis Peters... With 
a number of strong books already under her belt, Frazer may actually make her publisher's dream come true." - Star 
Tribune"Often chastised for her disobedience and made to do penance, Sister Frevisse's curious nature still wins out as 
she uses logic and her intelligence to sleuth with the best of them." - Rendezvous"Frazer is writing one of the most 
consistently excellent historical series in print today." - Murder Ink"Clearly, the setting is the star here, and Frazer is 
generous with her details of abbey life." - Publishers Weekly"Margaret Frazer continues her splendid series of 
medieval mysteries... She has a sure grasp of the realities of medieval life: Its careless cruelty, effortless hypocrisy - 
particularly in matters of religion - and its disregard for women who could wield influence only in the most indirect 
ways." - MLB NewsPRAISE FOR THE SISTER FREVISSE MEDIEVAL MYSTERY SERIES"A smooth and 
absorbing saga of conspiracy and treachery in 15th-century England..." - Publishers Weekly"Margaret Frazer has 
quietly claimed her place as one of the preeminent writers of historical crime fiction, delivering the whole package - a 
good mystery, wonderful characters, and a fascinating period of history... Her novels are a dream to read." - Aunt 
Agatha's Newsletter"Exciting writing, colorful characters, and historical accuracy." - St. Paul Pioneer Press"The 
setting brims with historical details... A brilliant study of human nature... Ms. Frazer reveals her genius... Highly 
recommended." - Historical Novels "Mystery... Suspense... Frazer executes with audacity and ingenuity." - Kirkus sA 
Romantic Times Top Pick.Twice nominated for the Minnesota Book Award.Twice nominated for the Edgar Award. 


