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Von China Miville : The Scar (New Crobuzon)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Scar (New Crobuzon): 

KurzbeschreibungBONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from China Mivilles Embassytown. A mythmaker of the 
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highest order, China Miville has emblazoned the fantasy novel with fresh language, startling images, and stunning 
originality. Set in the same sprawling world of Mivilles Arthur C. Clarke Award-winning novel, Perdido Street 
Station, this latest epic introduces a whole new cast of intriguing characters and dazzling creations. Aboard a vast 
seafaring vessel, a band of prisoners and slaves, their bodies remade into grotesque biological oddities, is being 
transported to the fledgling colony of New Crobuzon. But the journey is not theirs alone. They are joined by a handful 
of travelers, each with a reason for fleeing the city. Among them is Bellis Coldwine, a renowned linguist whose 
services as an interpreter grant her passageand escape from horrific punishment. For she is linked to Isaac Dan der 
Grimnebulin, the brilliant renegade scientist who has unwittingly unleashed a nightmare upon New Crobuzon. For 
Bellis, the plan is clear: live among the new frontiersmen of the colony until it is safe to return home. But when the 
ship is besieged by pirates on the Swollen Ocean, the senior officers are summarily executed. The surviving 
passengers are brought to Armada, a city constructed from the hulls of pirated ships, a floating, landless mass ruled by 
the bizarre duality called the Lovers. On Armada, everyone is given work, and even Remades live as equals to 
humans, Cactae, and Cray. Yet no one may ever leave. Lonely and embittered in her captivity, Bellis knows that to 
show dissent is a death sentence. Instead, she must furtively seek information about Armadas agenda. The answer lies 
in the dark, amorphous shapes that float undetected miles below the watersterrifying entities with a singular, chilling 
mission. . . . China Miville is a writer for a new eraand The Scar is a luminous, brilliantly imagined novel that is 
nothing short of spectacular..deIn the third book in an astounding, genre-breaking run, China Miville expands the 
horizon beyond the boundaries of New Crobuzon, setting sail on the high seas of his ever-growing world of Bas Lag. 
The Scar begins with Miville's frantic heroine, Bellis Coldwine, fleeing her beloved New Crobuzon in the peripheral 
wake of events relayed in Perdidio Street Station. But her voyage to the colony of Nova Esperium is cut short when 
she is shanghaied and stranded on Armada, a legendary floating pirate city. Bellis becomes the reader's unbelieving 
eyes as she reluctantly learns to live on the gargantuan flotilla of stolen ships populated by a rabble of pirates, 
mercenaries, and press-ganged refugees. Meanwhile, Armada and Bellis's future is skippered by the "Lovers," an 
enigmatic couple whose mirror-image scarring belies the twisted depth of their passion. To give up any more of 
Mivilles masterful plot here would only ruin the voyage through dangerous straits, political uprisings, watery 
nightmares, mutinous revenge, monstrous power plays, and grand aspirations. Miville's skill in articulating brilliantly 
macabre and involving descriptions is paralleled only by his ability to set up world-moving plot twists that continually 
blow away the reader's expectations. Man-made mutations, amphibious aliens, transdimensional beings, human 
mosquitoes, and even vampires are merely neighbors, coworkers, friends, and enemies coexisting in the dizzying 
tapestry of diversity that is Armada. The Scar proves Miville has the muscle and talent to become a defining force as 
he effortlessly transcends the usual clichs of the genre. --Jeremy Pugh.co.ukThe question was always: what would he 
do for an encore? China Mieville's third novel The Scar is set in the same world as his award-winning Perdido Street 
Station but is a very different book, set in a very different city. Where his New Crobuzon was an old metropolis of 
cruelty, oppression and glamour, the floating freebooter city Armada is a place of refuge even for those who 
experience it as a prison. Brilliant linguist Bellis Coldwine is on the run when she is press-ganged by pirates who turn 
out to be rather more; her abilities make her a valuable commodity and she finds herself intermittently useful to a 
project so ambitious that it takes her much of the book to comprehend fully. Mieville takes interesting chances by 
making Bellis his protagonist--she has an arrogant selfishness that at times makes one breathless--but her guts, 
determination and intermittent realism about herself gradually endear her to us. This is an intelligent book about how 
individuals and events influence each other and the meaning of freedom. Mieville has a sense of the sea as the place of 
a menace almost incomprehensibly huge; like Perdido Street Station, The Scar is full of breath-taking moments of 
wonder which are also moments of heart-stopping terror. --Roz Kaveney 


